


Our Missouri Waters Initiative

• OWM’s watershed-based approach recognizes the inter-

relationship of water quality with other water resource 

activities (e.g., monitoring, assessment, planning, permitting, 

modeling, quantity/supply, conservation). 

• OWM intended to holistically address water related issues and 

to better coordinate water resource management with all 

local, state and federal entities and stakeholders. 

• Spring River watershed is one of three pilot watersheds chosen 

in Missouri for the OWM initiative to determine how best to 

apply the watershed-based approach statewide.



Socio-Economic Considerations 

A holistic approach to water resources

in the Spring River Watershed

May challenge our perspectives & priorities

Drinking Water & Wastewater Infrastructure

Stream Water Quality & Watershed Planning

Long-term Water Supply & Drought Preparedness
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Extreme Southwest Mo. Watersheds 



Grand Lake O’ the Cherokees Watershed 



Land 

Use/Land 

Cover



Tri-State Mining District



Human 

Population



Newton County population

http://projects.nytimes.com/census/2010/map



Jasper County population

http://projects.nytimes.com/census/2010/map



Barton County population

http://projects.nytimes.com/census/2010/map



Lawrence County population

http://projects.nytimes.com/census/2010/map



Southwest Regional 

Economics

http://www.missourieconomy.org/regional/profile/?ac=2915000008



Population, Income and 

Unemployment

http://www.missourieconomy.org/regional/profile/default.aspx?ac=2915000008

#Section2



Occupational Employment Projections

http://www.missourieconomy.org/pdfs/most_openings_sw_wia_2010-2020_rev_1-29-13.pdf



Major Employers
Jasper Products (HQ Joplin)

Lozier Corp (Joplin)

Moark Productions (Neosho) 

Nutra-Blend LLC (HQ Neosho)

Premiere Turbines (HQ Neosho)

RockTenn (Joplin) 

Schaeffler Group USA (Joplin) 

Schreiber Foods (Carthage) 

Sunbeam Products (Neosho)

TAMKO Roofing Products (Joplin)

Thorco Industries (Lamar)

Able Manufacturing (HQ Joplin) 

Aegis Communications (Joplin) 

Butterball Turkey (Carthage) 

Cardinal Scale (HQ Webb City) 

Con-way (HQ Joplin) 

Ducommun Inc. (Joplin) 

EaglePicher Technologies (HQ Joplin) 

Empire District Electric Co. (HQ 

Joplin) 

General Mills Bakeries (Joplin) 

Leggett & Platt, Inc. (HQ Carthage) 

Jack Henry & Associates (HQ Monett)



What water uses do we rely on
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Joplin's Recovery Continues Two Years Later

KSMU.org | May 21, 2013 - 11:37am | By Michele Skalicky

Joplin plans an observance of the two-year anniversary of the 

tornado tomorrow (5/22) at 4:40 in Cunningham Park. The 

theme is Resilience, Resolve and Realization—three 

characteristics Joplin citizens have demonstrated. Colbert-

Kean says there will be various tents set up at tomorrow's 

observance...

"And they're all going to focus on our growth, what we have in 

store for growing Joplin, you know, increasing our 

population, increasing our economic development, and the 

educational component will be there also," she said.



…“makes no sense” to build a reservoir upstream of Grand Lake in 

Oklahoma since that lake is already capturing the water that is 

flowing out of Southwest Missouri.

Nichols concurred that it would be best to acquire already captured 

water in Grand Lake, but said that “is unlikely to happen. It 

makes no sense to build a reservoir to catch water that is already 

being caught downstream. But what else can you do when that 

water is not available to you?”

Oklahoma officials have said water from Grand Lake is not available 

for use outside of the state.
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April 19, 2010 Congressional Water Summit

Also from the Joplin Globe:



June 6, 2013 20

• Table Rock Lake

• Stockton Lake

• Grand Lake of the Cherokee’s 

• Beaver Water District

• New reservoir(s) to serve the western area

• New reservoir(s) to serve the eastern area

• New reservoir(s) to serve the Pittsburg/Lamar area

• Pick up water below Stockton Lake

• Lake Taneycomo

• Additional well(s) in remote areas as interim supply

• Other?

New water sources being investigated


